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Editorial

The major public activitiy of ICCS during 2008 was the conference “Diversity shapes Europe’s Future.
The Contribution of Intercultural Dialogue and Religion in Education for Living together in Europe”, in
Berlin 18-19 September which we jointly organised with the International Association of Christian
Education 1V, the Protestant Academy in Berlin in collaboration with the Coordinating Group for Religion
in Education in Europe CoGREE, the EKD office and the Comenius-Institut (reported in detail below).
This was a high profile conference attended by over 100 educationalists and politicians from 28 different
countries. We were pleased that our President Peter Schreiner acted as moderator at the conference. It
would appear from this event that the place and importance of religion in intercultural dialogue has now
been more firmly established at least at the European level. The challenge now must be the best way of
implementing this at national and local level.

Alongside this very public activity has been promoting and using the publication: Elza Kuyk et al (2007)
Religious Education in Europe, Oslo: iko& ICCS, to disseminate information about the situation and
current issues of religious education in 34 states of Europe.

We have also participated fully in developments in the Council of Europe — thanks to our representative
Rev. James Barnett — for example the first Exchange of the about intercultural dialogue and the religious
dimension in April and the discussion of the White paper on intercultural dialogue. ICCS also participated
in the dialogue seminar of the EU in collaboration with CEC and COMECE on Migration & Mobility as
part of an established exchange that includes also educational issues.

We owe a debt of gratitude to all who have contributed by organising or representing ICCS in this work
during 2008 and we are looking forward to continue our activities in the coming European Year of
Creativity and Innovation.

To all readers of the Newsletter we wish you a peaceful Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Heid Leganger-Krogstad
ICCS Secretary

Evangelivche

Ulrich Bunjes Co- John Keast Advisor to

) - ’ Jan Figel' EU Dr Simona SantoroOSCE
Rudiger Noll CEC/CSC ordinator White Paper the Department for Michael Commissioner for Advisor, Warsaw,
- on Intercultural Schools, Children and Kuhn COMECE, ; L >
director, Brussels Dialogue: Council of Familes (UK) and the Brussels Education, Training, coordinator Toledo
gue: h Culture and Multiligualism Guiding Principles
Europe Council of Europe

Diversity Shapes Europe’s Future — Berlin Conferenc e

The conference was to examine and promote constructive approaches to deal with cultural and religious
differences. The panel (pictured above) provided a number of perspectives including those of the
coordinators of documents like the White Paper on Intercultural dialogue and the Toledo Guiding
Principles on Teaching about Religion. The representatives from the religious organisations on the panel
emphasised the importance of the implementation of the concepts at national and local level and the
need for a day to day dialogue.



ICCS Newsletter

In his introduction to the panel EU Commissioner Jan Figel’ presented Europe’s further development
toward an intercultural society that includes respect and dialogue among religious communities. He
announced that initiatives of the European Year of Intercultural Dialogue 2008 will be continued in the
framework of the “European Year of Creativity and Innovation” in 2009.

On the first day of the conference Ambassador Heidrun Tempel from the German Federal Foreign Office
stressed the importance of local action to foster intercultural and inter-religious understanding and of
cooperation between politics and religious communities. Prof Robert Jackson from Warwick University
drew attention to current initiatives of the Council of Europe and the European Union to acknowledge the
special role of religions in intercultural dialogue. In workshops a number of examples of good practice
from 8 different countries were introduced. These included the Pilgrim schools in Austria that encourage
the spiritual dimension of a concept of sustainability, the debate about tolerance in the context of
Georgia or the issue of Islamic religious education in Baden- Wuertemberg or Spain.

The conference is presented on our website in text and photos. Most of the key notes are available in full
text version at: http://www.iccsweb.org.

CoGREE Colloquy in Klingenthal 13-17 October 2008

The third colloquy organized by ICCS for CoGREE discussed current developments in the field of

“Education for Religion and Democracy in the Context of Intercultural Dialogue”.

One main issue was the follow up to the Council of Europe’s White paper on “Intercultural Dialogue

“Living together as equals in dignity”. A meeting with the ambassador of San Marino, Guido Bellatti

Ceccoli, provided background about the concerns and the process that produced the White Paper,

adopted by the Committee of Ministers, the highest political decision making body of the Council of

Europe. Ulrich Bunjes, the coordinator of the white paper process, briefed the colloquy about the

responses from many member states. The document will form the basis of an ongoing process to shape

intercultural dialogue at different levels within Europe.

A draft statement of COGREE on the white paper was discussed and shall be published early in 2009.

Presentations and documents of the colloquy will be available on a CD ROM and on www.cogree.com.
Peter Schreiner

Board Meetin in Berlin ‘

From I :
David Lankshear, England/Wales; James Barnett, France; Heid Leganger-Krogstad,
Norway; Elza Kuyk, Netherlands; Peter Schreiner, Germany; Lajos Szab6, Hungary
and Ronald Biewald, Germany.
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At the annual board meeting of ICCS in September 2008 in Berlin, in relation to the above mentioned
Conference a further cooperation with IV (International Association of Christian Education) was
discussed more in depth. We decided to explore the possibility of greater representation on the board of
the Orthodox tradition. The board decided to arrange the next conference in Prague/Czech Republic in
2010 or 2011. It also expressed a commitment to collaboration with other organisations in CoOGREE. The
next board meeting of ICCS is planned for April 2009 in Budapest

Publications from ICCS
CD ROM from the Klingenthal colloquy in October 2008 will be available in 2009. It contains the lectures
and papers and other valuable information. It can be ordered from: boekestein@comenius.de. Cost 5 €.

ICCS/IKO publication: RE in Europe

Religious Education in Europgtuation and current trend in schools.

Elza Kuyk, Roger Jensen, David Lankshear, Elisabeth Loh Manna, Peter Schreiner (eds.)
Oslo : IKO Publishing House, 2007. - 245 S.

ISBN 978-82-7112-793-0

Price: 24,50 €

: Available from ICCS website or directly on:

Yo == http://www.iko.no/sider/produkt.asp?ID=286&vare=793

Symposium in Georgia

The Third International Symposium organised by the International Centre for Christian Studies at the
Orthodox Church of Georgia, Gelati Academy of Sciences took place from the 9th-15th October 2008 in
Thilisi, Georgia. Its focus was the Dialogue of Civilisations. | represented ICCS at this Symposium and
while presenting a paper on ‘Worship Education’ also participated fully in the section of the symposium
that focussed on pedagogy and educational technologies. Within this area most of the presentations
were domestic and this gave a interesting picture of the concerns facing the Georgian education system.
The place of Religious Education, the contribution of the school curriculum to the spiritual development
of pupils and the relationship between the church and the education system are all clearly issues of
debate at the moment alongside concerns about the integration of children with special needs into
mainstream schools. It was apparent from some of the discussions that the support that is being
provided from sources in the United States to the development of Georgian education may be
influencing the country towards American and away from European solutions to some of these problems.
It was very good to be able to represent ICCS at this conference as this ensured at least one participant

Western Europe at this conference at a point when Georgia was appreciative of European support.
David Lankshear

EFTRE
The European Forum for Teachers of Religions Education will be holding their tri-annual conference in
2010 in Bruges, Belgium. The conference will be Insiders and Outsiders: Religious Education's
contribution to inclusion”. Please put this date into your diary and keep an eye on www.eftre.net for more
details. EFTRE's latest newsletter, with more details and exciting news, can be downloaded from the
site.

Paul Hopkins

The 8th International Conference on Children’s Spir ituality

Since 2000 there has been an annual conference on children’s spirituality organised by the network
around International Journal of Children’s Spirituality which was first published in 1996 (Routledge
www.informaworld.com/ijcs). In 2006 the journal and the annual conferences formed a network, the
Association for children’s spirituality (www.childrenspirituality.org) open to academics as well as
practitioners across religious boundaries.

The Conference was held at Australia Catholic University, Ballarat Campus, Victoria, Australia. The
theme of the conference was The role of spirituality in education and healifhe participants represented
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academic and professional experience. Most papers were drawn from the field of education, religious
education and health education. About one hundred people attended, mostly from Australia, but also
from New Zealand, Hong Kong, Korea, Japan, Canada, England, Ireland, Norway, Latvia, Vietnam.

Among the keynote speakers were Jack Miller from University of Toronto; Louise Rowling from
University of Sydney and David Tacey from La Trobe University. Miller advocated education that
involves the five classical aspects of love: family love, friendship, love of strangers, unconditioned love,
and love that makes cosmos from chaos (eros) — all these comprise what goes into “nourishing the soul”
and what can be called spiritual education. Rowling reported from MindMatters the Australian Mental
Health Promotion and Prevention programme for supporting young people. Spiritual health proves
central to mental health, in the sense of meaning and connection.

Tacey teaches Spirituality Studies, a new academic field in a secular setting. Most of his students have a
secular background and describe their reason for choosing the course in terms of
their search for meaning and truth. Many have had personal traumas. Tacey
claims that spiritual questions for young people are healing questions. Spirituality
and religion have a lot in common, but the secular mind does not recognize it. Research on spirituality
seems to suggest that spirituality fills a gap in the search for faith that has arisen from the failure to pass
on traditional faiths. Abstracts are available on the conference website www.acu.edu.au/conferences.
Next year's conference will be held in Cambridge, UK.

Deyr'ul Zafaran Monastery

Sturla Sagberg, Queen Maud’s College, Trondheim, Norway

XIll. EUFRES Forum in Hungary
The XIII. European Forum for Religious Education in Schools (EUFRES) took place from 26-30 March in
Esztergom, Hungary. The theme of the conference was: Learning and Living in Peace; Christianity and
Laicité — an intercultural challenge. The 50 participants mainly came from the south of Europe.
Esztergom is historically the residence of the Archbishop and the King of Hungary and currently of
cardinal Dr. Péter Erd , President of the Hungarian Bishop’s Conference. The landscape around the
conference centre, Sankt Adalbert, provided a peaceful background for the meeting.
The programme consisted of four main lectures on: Christianity and Laicité. Luca Diotallevi (Rome)
presented arguments of the debate on laicite and laicism from a sociological perspective. A theological
perspective was presented by Santiago del Cura (Burgos) on “A healthy laicité encourages religious
freedom” that was well received. Martin Jaggle (Wien) introduced implications for religious education. P.
Dr. Felix Kérner SJ (Ankara) presented “Experiences of a Catholic with Islam“ which stimulated a lively
exchange.
The conference has confirmed an active understanding of tolerance in the area of religious education.
RE teacher should not just tolerate students of other faiths but should respect them.
The discussions mirrored the variety of contexts for RE in Europe, but also common challenges. The
conference was clear that you need a personal commitment when you teach RE. A new attitude is
required in schools as well as in parishes that moves from just “transmitting the truth” to “seeking truth
with compassion”.
My participation in this conference provided an opportunity for participants to raise questions about
Protestant RE and the activities of ICCS. Many issues that arise in the different approaches to religious
education are rather similar. Therefore further collaboration between EUFRES and ICCS would be fruitful
for both sides.

Lajos Szabd

East/West Meeting in Mardin/Turkey 23-26 October

The ICCS is one of more than four hundred INGOs with
participative status at the Council of Europe. Their
representatives meet in Strasbourg four times a year,
usually at the same time as the Parliamentary Assembly.
This enables them also to monitor relevant debates, to
consult or lobby members of the Assembly. There are other
INGO meetings, like the Messina Forum on Poverty and
Social exclusion among migrants in 2005, or the East/West
Dialogue meeting organised by Cojep International in Mardin
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in Turkey from 23 - 26 October 2008. | contributed with a presentation about overcoming prejudice.
The Council of Europe is already involved in North/South Dialogue and with the work of the North South
Centre based in Lisbon. The Anna Lindh foundation in Cairo, resourced by the governments of the Euro-
Mediterranean Partnership, is similarly engaged in dialogue among the “Mediterranean” nations. The
Cojep meeting in Mardin on East/West dialogue was part of the organisation’s commitment to “the
emergence of a European Youth respectful of diversity and strongly committed to democracy”. We felt
that a clash of cultures was not inevitable, that prejudice is to be avoided, that politicians should work
closely with INGOs and that this relates to education. Although this is an essential aspect of INGO work,
it was significant that participants included young people from Iran, Iraq and Syria.
In presenting themselves many participants saw religion as a significant criterion. So although the
emphasis on human rights, freedom and responsibilities exemplified the contribution of laicité, religion
was present without a specifically religious agenda. There was also discussion of the possibility of
Turkey'’s joining the European Union. While we felt that the enrichment offered by Turkish culture would
be an opportunity, we were also aware that many people are more reticent as a result of their view of
cultural and religious diversity.
On a number of occasions the point was made that there are differences between the people’s views on
religion and those of politicians, although participants also mentioned the connection between religion
and ethnicity. A range of specific examples were discussed including some drawn from Cyprus and
Bosnia.
In relation to The Council of Europe’s White Paper on Intercultural dialogue three points were developed:
the importance of doing history in such a way as to take account of the present and not just to
perpetuate prejudice from the past, education for the media to avoid stereotypes and misunderstanding,
and religious insight that goes beyond prejudice.
We were able to visit the fifth century Deyr'ul Zafaran Syriac Monastery east of Mardin and the Kasim
Pasa Medresse, constructed in the thirteenth century. It provided an opportunity for unprejudiced
meeting between the three Abrahamic religions.
The gathering assembled people from “east” and “west” who do not usually meet, it demonstrated the
extent of cultural diversity in Europe and it showed how prejudice and misunderstanding can be set in
their context of cultural and geographical diversity.

James Barnett

Conference of European Churches / Community ofd3taht Churches

Europe (CEC / CSC / GEK

In Brussels on the 15 December CSC (Church and Society Commission) of CEC and COMECE wiill
meet EU Commission (Bureau of European Policy Advisors) with Jan Figel to a dialogue seminar on the
Green Paper on migration and mobility. ICCS will be represented by Peter Schreiner, Elza Kuyk and
Heid Leganger-Krogstad.

Annual Meeting of CSC Secretaries

It was the fifth annual assembly of the secretaries of the CEC member churches dealing with Church and
Society issues held in Leuven in October 2008. The theme “Religion in the public sphere” continues the
discussion from the meeting held in 2007.

One of the main issues of the event was the discussion of the draft of the work programme of CSC for
the period 2009 to 2015 that will be presented for adoption at the 13" General Assembly of CEC in July
2009 in Lyon/France. Education appears in the text as one of 10 working themes and this takes account
of the increasing importance that education is given by the European institutions. Peter Schreiner
represented ICCS and IV at the meeting and expressed the need for the establishment of effective
instruments if CEC is going to deal with an increasing Europeanisation of education that affects also
educational activities of the churches.

A visit to the Committee of the Regions in Brussels introduced a forum for consultation and participation
in the European policy processes that is of importance for church related activities.

A joint seminar between the CSC secretaries and a group for Christian- Muslim dialogue was held at the
Ecumenical Chapel. Among others it was addressed by the member of the Bureau of European Policy
Advisors Jorge César das Neves, who is the contact person for religions, churches and communities of
convictions.
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Council of Europe and European Union

Norway is in cooperation with the Council of Europe
establishing a centre on education for intercultural understanding, human rights and
democratic citizenship. The Centre, which will begin its work autumn 2008, will be

called the European Wergeland Centre — In selecting the name it was natural to bring forward our great
advocate for human rights, freedom and tolerance, says the Minister of Education and Research, Bard
Vegar Solhjell.

The European Wergeland Centre shall function as a resource centre on education for intercultural
understanding, human rights and democratic citizenship. The Centre will build on and promote the work
performed by the Council of Europe and Norway for intercultural understanding, human rights and
democratic citizenship. — The main task of the Centre is to promote democratic culture and social
belonging through its work with education.

The Centre will carry out research and shall provide in-service training for teachers and teacher trainers.
Furthermore, the Centre shall disseminate information, serve as a platform and create a network for
relevant actors within the field. The working language of the Centre will be English. The target groups of
the Centre are teachers, teacher trainers, multipliers, scientists, practioners, decision makers and other
relevant actors.

The Wergeland Centre shall be organized as an independent legal entity (“stiftelse”) according to
Norwegian law. The Centre is for the first couple of years to be located at Oslo University College.
Further on it is planned that the Centre will be located at the Center for Studies of Holocaust and
Religious Minorities (HL-senteret) in Villa Grande at Bygdgy, Oslo. The cooperation agreement between
the government of Norway and the Council of Europe (COE) was signed in Strasbourg 16 September
2008, by COE Secretatry General Terry Davis and Norwegian ambassador Petter Wille.

Deputy Director from the Ministry of Education and initiator of the centre, Gunnar Mandt presented the
centre in the context of the 100 year anniversary of MF Norwegian School of Theology, the host
institution of the ICCS secretariat, in October 2008. 1200 people visited MF on this day, and education in
a European perspective was part of the academic programme, which included a seminar on religion in
education. Peter Schreiner was invited to take part in the celebration and gave a lecture on Religious
Education in Europe and an introduction to a panel discussion on the religious dimension in education.
He also attended the service on Sunday sitting next to the Crown Prince of Norway! Heid Leganger-
Krogstad was responsible for the seminar and gave a lecture on the new school subject Religions, World
Views and Ethics (RLE) in Norway implemented in the autumn 2008.

Council of Europe: White paper on intercultural dia logue

In the course of this newsletter frequent reference has been made to an important document of the
Council of Europe. In order to formulate a coherent and long-term policy for the promotion of intercultural
dialogue within Europe and between Europe and its neighbouring regions, the Committee of Ministers
adopted a White Paper on Intercultural Dialogue “Living together as equals in dignity.” It is addressed to
policy makers and practitioners at national, regional and local levels, to whom it provides guidelines and
analytical and methodological tools for the promotion of intercultural dialogue. The text includes a section
of the religious dimension and proposals for the organisation of intercultural dialogue in the framework of
primary and secondary education. The document is not a means in itself but should encourage on
ongoing process on different levels. ICCS is involved in working out a statement as a contribution to this
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process in close collaboration with the CoGREE member organisations. The whole paper can be
downloaded from: http://www.coe.int/dialogue.

Interreligious and Values Education in Europe

Johannes Lahnemann, Peter Schreiner (Hg.) Interreligious and values education in Europe Map and
Handbook. In cooperation with the Peace Education Standing Commission (PESC) Munster: Comenius-
Institut, 2008, 83 S., ISBN 978-3-924804-85-5 9,90 €

For the European Interreligious Encounter in Rovereto/ltaly 2008, Johannes Lahnemann, chairman of
the Peace Education Standing Commission (PESC) of Religions for Peace (RfP) and Peter Schreiner
(Comenius- Institut) have prepared a European Map of Interreligious and Values Education
accompanied by a handbook containing project and country reports. The publication is linked to the
general theme of the encounter — ,Shared Values for a Changing Europe*“. The fundamental idea of the
European Map is to present the conditions and developments in the different parts of Europe. The need
of dialogue among religious leaders about interreligious and values education is obvious and also
mentioned in current documents of the European institutions

The articles in the handbook provide examples from all relevant regions of Europe and inform about the
EU-funded research project REDCo: Religion in Education. A Contribution to dialogueafactor of conflict in
transforming societies of European Countfesnducted by Prof. W. Weil3e/ Hamburg).

Orders through: www.comenius.de/bookshop

Toledo Guiding Principles ...

Toledo Guiding Principles on Teaching about Religiand Beliefs in Public Schoofsrm
2007 were written in response to requests from the UN and other inter-governmental
bodies to facilitate teaching about religions and beliefs in order to promote tolerance
and understanding. They are published by the Office for Democratic Institutions and
Human Rights (ODIHR) of the Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe
(OSCE) with 56 participating states.

The group brought together to produce the Toledo Guiding Principlegcludes members

of the ODIHR's Advisory Council of Experts on Freedom of Religion or Belief. These

include authorities on international law (with experience in dealing with legal questions

related to the exercise of religious freedom), education and the social sciences. Additional experts in the
fields of religion, education and pedagogy were brought in to assist in the preparation of the guiding
principles. The group as a whole reflects a range of different religious and non-religious positions,
helping to ensure that the perspective of different religious and belief communities is taken into account
and that the guiding principles are balanced and inclusive. The Toledo Guiding Principlesncludes
chapters on the human rights framework and teaching about religions and beliefs, preparing curricula,
teacher education and respecting rights in the process of implementing courses in teaching about
religions and beliefs.

Developments in Norway after the judgement of the E~ CHR court in Strasbourg

The European Court of Human Rights made a judgment against the Norwegian government on RE in the
summer 2007 and both the preamble for all education and the RE-curriculum has reworked to address
the judgement. In November there was common political agreement in the parliament on a preamble that
states:

“Education in schools and workplaces shall, in @afion and in understanding with the homes, opsorsd
towards the world and the future and give the pugild apprentices historical and cultural insigitt grounding.
Education shall be built on basic values in thei€ian and Humanistic heritage and tradition, sashiespect for
human dignity and the environment, intellectuakétem, love for one’s neighbours, forgiveness, huegumality
and solidarity, values which are also expressedifferent religions and worldviews and which areséd in the
Human Rights.

Education shall contribute to a broader knowledgd anderstanding of the national cultural heritagel our
common international cultural tradition.
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Education shall give insight in cultural diversind show respect for the convictions of the indieid It shall
promote democracy, equality, and a scientific waghimking.

Education shall give insight in cultural diversind show respect for the convictions of the indieid It shall
promote democracy, equality, and a scientific wiathimking.

The pupils and the apprentices shall attain knogéedkills and attitudes that help them master theis and take
part in work and society. They shall be given wgportunities for creativity, engagement and seagcimquiry.
Pupils and apprentices shall learn to think critjcand act ethically and ecologically. They shtdke on
responsibility and have influence.

Schools and workplaces shall meet the pupils apdeagices with trust, respect and expectationsgivel them
challenges which promote personal development ageraess to learn. Schools shall work to avoidialis of
discrimination”

School shall according to this have certain particularly mentioned values from Christian and Humanistic
tradition as values base and at the same time it is stated that these values also can be grounded in other
religious traditions and non-religious beliefs and in the Human Rights.

The K in KRL indicating Christianity in the former curriculum is removed and the subject is now called
RLE which means: Religions, Worldviews and Ethics. The legal framework of the school subject is
changed to underline that all traditions and beliefs are to be treated on equal basis.

Heid Leganger-Krogstad

Oslo / Minster 13 December 2008
Heid Leganger-Krogstad / Peter Schreiner
Colophon
This Newsletter is edited under responsibility of the board of the Intereuropean Commission on Church
and School.

Members of the board

Peter Schreiner, President (Germany)

Heid Leganger-Krogstad, Secretary (Norway)

Roland Biewald (Germany)

Elisabeth L6h Manna (ltaly)

Elza Kuyk (Netherlands)

David Lankshear (England)

Lajos Szab6 (Hungary)

The board thanks the Ministry of Education in Norway for financing and supporting the ICCS Newsletter.

Information and contributions

For information or contributions please write to the ICCS-secretary:
Heid Leganger-Krogstad,

MF Norwegian School of Theology

P. O. Box 5144 Majorstuen,

N-0302 Oslo, Norway

Tel.: 0047-22 59 05 07

Fax: 0047-22 59 05 05

e-mail: secretary@iccsweb.org

ISSN: 0921-0393

ICCS Newsletter in English, German and French is pu  blished electronically on:
http://www.iccsweb.org
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