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Report
Participation at 13th Assembly of CEC, 15-21 July 2009 in Lyon
Called to one Hope
IV and ICCS participated at the 13th CEC Assembly with Swier Frouws, IV and Peter Schreiner, ICCS. Their status was delegated representatives with the right to speak but not to vote. This short report summarizes some main issues and impressions and evaluates the importance of participating for IV and ICCS.

Context

More than 300 delegates as well as delegated representatives, guests and observers, so all together some 700 participants, gathered in Lyon. Plenary sessions, hearings, workshops, morning and evening prayers, worships, a reception of the prefect of Lyon and meetings with local congregations were part of the program. On five full working days the program started at 8:30 h in the morning and ended at 22:00 or later in the evening. The Assembly celebrated also the 50th Anniversary of the founding of CEC. Also the end of the merging process between CEC and the Churches Commission on Migrants in Europe CCME was celebrated. CCME used the opportunity of the Assembly to introduce its campaign “migration 2010. European churches responding to migration 2010”. (Material and information available at www.migration2010.eu)
A special website www.assemblycec.org gives access to documents and impressions of the conference.
The Assembly of CEC comes together every six years to evaluate the work of CEC and its three Commissions (Church and Society; Churches in Dialogue, Churches’ Commission for Migrants in Europe) and to agree on guiding principles and a work program for CEC for the coming years.  The preparation process for the conference included consultations, draft of work programs for the different sections of CEC and quite many comments and reactions from member churches and associated members, among them a common statement of IV and ICCS. Also a draft of a policy reference report was published in advance that lay ground for the work of the policy reference committee for working out a document that was adopted by the Assembly.

Content

No surprise that a main point of the program was the intense discussion about a revision of the structure, legal base, mandate and working methods of CEC. Starting point was a motion of the EKD to revise the existing structure concerning size, composition and procedural framework of CEC and to establish a working group for drafting the process. This motion produced a vivid debate among the delegates from the 120 member churches and also the need to work out a compromise with those member churches who were more in favour of a reform that is connected to the Central Committee and the existing structure including the Commissions. A special group was established to work out a proposal for a new efficient structure of CEC up to 2011. The concept will be discussed and adopted at a CEC Assembly in summer 2013The regular Assembly would have been in 2015 (cf. passage in ‘paragraph on ‘Context’).
The Policy Reference Report includes “Christian Education” in the list of thematic issues to be addressed by the Central Committee and the Commissions according to adopted policy lines in the report.
IV/ICCS activities

The common views of IV and ICCS were expressed in a leaflet that introduced the work of IV and ICCS, includes the common principles of the collaboration of CoGREE and selected extracts on education of the Charta Oecumenica. ‘Our message for the 13th Assembly’ in the leaflet puts forward the proposal of objectives where the churches and CEC could become more active in the field of Europe and education. As well current opportunities where churches should be active are mentioned.

This information was used in dialogue and contacts with delegates and guests during the assembly. It was also used to inform members of the policy reference committee about the view that churches should become more aware about education as a European issue due to dynamics of a Europeanisation of education. For many member churches – including some of the big churches - education and Christian education is mainly seen in a national context. During the first session of the plenary we could mention the importance of education on the European level in a short intervention reacting to the report on activities between Trondheim and Lyon. We could mention the importance of education also in workshops and informal discussions. 
Extracts from the Message of the 13th General Assembly to all member churches

“All Christians are called to the one hope in Christ, as a way of love, forgiveness and reconciliation. As Christians, we share our hope in the risen Christ with the communities in which we live and to which we belong. The Charta Oecumenica is the basis for our engagement ecumenically and with society.
We declare: There is hope! – in our struggle for truth and justice. There is hope when we resist all forms of violence and racism, when we defend the dignity of every human person. There is hope when we insist on the obligation for unselfish solidarity between people and peoples; when we fight for unfeigned respect for the creation.

We affirm that the churches need to work for justice and speak truth to power! It is about breaking down walls between people, cultures and religions and learning to seek God’s image in the face of “the other”. It is about respecting and not only tolerating other human beings.  Above all it is about finding new expressions of solidarity with the poor amongst us and in other parts of our world.”
Extracts Policy reference report 

“It is true that the churches themselves still have to explore how their common experience within CEC can help them walk together on a common way, giving a common witness to the one hope in Jesus Christ. Despite all visible diversity the longing for “visible unity” seems to be a hope which is still on the agenda. However, it has also lost part of its strength as a result of the problems and conflicts which have sometimes been hard to deal with in the fellowship and the work of CEC.
Following the reflections in the Assembly and our analysis of the current situation and in order to contribute to the mission of the Church, the safeguarding of life and the well-being of all humankind, we can outline the following overarching issues along which policy should be shaped in the coming years:

· trust and commitment

· dialogue and strengthening of relations

· coherence and visibility

· witness and responsibility.
Concluding affirmations

As churches in Europe we are sustained by our “One Hope in Christ” which helps us to live and to work together. On our ecumenical journey in the years to come we will strengthen our mutual commitment and our engagement for and within CEC.

This leads us to the following affirmations:

We believe CEC to be a forum for mutual learning and ecumenical formation, for bridge-building and for strengthening relations between the churches and for common witness.

We believe CEC to be the common voice of the member churches in Europe and an ecumenical instrument for cooperation with and advocacy to the European institution.

We believe CEC to be a platform for dialogue with other Christian churches and other faith communities in Europe.

We believe CEC to be a community living the diversity with migrants, refugees and ethnic minorities.”
Münster, Voorburg, in August 2009

signed Peter Schreiner / Swier Frouws
Report CEC Assembly Lyon


