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Religious Education in Georgia 

History

In contrast to Western Europe, where religious education in secular schools has a long history, in Eastern Europe, and particularly in Georgia, the tradition of interruptions occurred in 1921. This was due to the Democratic Republic of the Bolshevik occupation, annexation, and the so-called seventy years of socialist regime in the era of domination. In the post-Soviet period recovering from this tradition was virtually impossible. Thus the 1991 declaration of independence, after the introduction of religious education in secular schools, caused great problems. 

The difficulties are of different character and based on various reasons: On the one hand it was a lack of religious tolerance, on the other hand, 70 years of atheistic propaganda against, and repression of, the traditional religions and their believers (shooting of believers, destruction of churches, and their mis-use as cinemas, gymnasiums, warehouses etc…) In school the teaching of religion was banned, the country‘s history was completely ignored, etc. The regime destroyed those models, which were prevalent until 1921. 

In 1918 schools were grant, by the Constitution of the Democratic Republic, separation from the church. The Georgian Soviet Socialist Republic (1921-1991) was created by the Constitution as well. In today‘s Georgia, unlike the former Soviet Georgia, religion is no longer oppressed, churches are not closed, priests no longer shot nor sent to exile, nor is atheism forcefully promoted. Recognized by the Constitution of the Apostolic Orthodox autocephalous churches is religions historic role in the life and the agreement concluded a (concordat) between the state and the local church. Here, it should be noted that this is not the concordat between the state and orthodoxy, as the Confession, but also of the state and the only local religious institutions, which by its primacy (High hierarchy) has the same country. As for Georgia, real religions and confessions, including orthodoxy as well functionality should regulate the law on religion of the state. 

Problems

In secondary schools the teaching of religion and culture was established in the early 1990s. When the program, resources, and basis training were established, different criticisms were expressed such as the overload of the manual with information (even in excess of immaterial information), its eclectic character, a methodology that did not take account of the students‘ age characteristics, and so on. It was also criticized that in the manual, a set of tasks was inadequate and one sided, focusing only on Christianity, specifically the Church, and did not acknowledge the situation of public schools, where a religious and confessional diversity exist among pupils. The manual could not serve the need of preparing students for multicultural dialogue. In other words, these books were not created to provide a tool for dealing with the lack of tolerance in society. 

Since 2004 the Ministry of Education and Science has launched a large-scale project, which is aimed to modernize the national curriculum in all disciplines. The main priority of the new conception of teaching religion in school was defined as religious education, and aiming at religious tolerance in society as a means to reduce an existing deficit. 

Based on this concept a study of the history of religions was proposed, but unfortunately not implemented in the national curriculum. The proposal was changed by an approach of the Ministry of Education and Science towards teaching in the field of religion. The first idea was to implement the subject as a facultative optional discipline and not as an obligatory subject. Then it was completely removed from teaching in schools.

Nowadays in secondary schools intercultural and interreligious education is integrated into some form in history teaching. Study of World History, which displays the students’ past experiences both positive and negative, must be directed towards the strengthening of tolerance and mutual respect. 

The results of the national history curriculum, which students must achieve in a certain level of completion:
· Seventh grade-students are able to understand the importance of religion in public life and the world historical processes. 

· Hist. VIII. 15. Students can take the world‘s religious systems and classification including the similarities and differences of perception. 

· Hist. IX. 6. Students can discuss Georgia-based religions and their historical causes of the spread here. 

· Hist. XI. 7. Students can take this or that country‘s material and spiritual culture, the analysis of religion influence. 

· Hist-XII.7. Students can discuss the importance of religion and the world and its impact on Georgia. 

Such approach of teaching history, although welcome, but the history of religions cannot be used as an alternative discipline. 

Reality and Perspectives
The educational environment in the mandatory teaching of religion in the so-called Confessional schools is being implemented. It is common for secondary schools, which operate under the aegis of the Patriarchate. Religious instruction in these schools is based on the principle of integrated education in the disciplines.
Religious schools serve the moral and religious upbringing of children. In these schools religion is integrated in all subjects, in addition to the teaching of ‘Holy Religion’, painting and chanting. In integrated teaching, which generally begins in the 5th grade, preference is given to the Divine Religion. It is defined by other objects in applications: e.g. When the fifth graders are in the Holy Religion Creation, they learn about the nature of the body and matter, the Georgian Shota Rustaveli in the literature in two couplets from the poem “The Knight in the Tiger Skin”, where the creation of the universe is mentioned. 

‘Holy Religion’ of the program focused on creating teaching methods were used – the same topic of study, students work on different levels. Topics can be supplied initially, and then each subsequent class of gradually complete the same themes. 

Bible stories, saints and Church Fathers’ lives are not taught in an abstract way, but connected to daily life experiences. 

Thus, religious schools are focused on Christian education, while secondary schools will train citizens in civic values education, which is primarily implied under the tolerance. 
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