ICCS - IV - Conference Prague 2011

Workshop I “European workshop on RE in vocational schools”

Some remarks

Six participants of the conference joined in this workshop (from the Netherlands, Finland, Italy, and Germany). This indicates clearly that RE in vocational schools (REVOS) is a special issue in the context of RE in Europe. Nevertheless a very lively and interesting discussion took place.

(1) 	Roland Biewald introduced the subject and the aim of the workshop: to give an overview about the situation of RE in vocational schools in several European countries (such as Germany and the Netherlands) and to discuss a especially the aspect of support for young people with a less educational level for receiving a higher qualification as part of their professional training.

(2) 	Roland Biewald gave an overview about the situation of RE in vocational schools in Germany (“BRU” = Berufsschulreligionsunterricht). He is a member of several expert-groups in Germany and teaches didactics of RE also for teacher students of vocational schools. He mentioned two recent publications about BRU in German language:

Read more: 
Roland Biewald / Andreas Obermann: Schulformspezifische Religionsdidaktik –
die Religionsdidaktik an berufsbildenden Schulen, in: Theo-Web, Zeitschrift für Religionspädagogik 10 (2011), H.1., 142-165 
     www.theo-web.de/zeitschrift/ausgabe-2011-01/10.pdf

Roland Biewald: BRU in den Neuen Bundesländern, in: BRU Magazin, 54/2011, S. 40-47 (analysis of the situation in the East-German federal countries). www.bru-magazin.de

(3) 	Berend Kamphuis gave an overview about the situation of RE in vocational schools in the Netherlands. The vocational training is organized in about 40-45 large school-centres. RE is taught only in private schools. But it is also an integrated element of the project “Good citizenship” in vocational school. Being part of the project it is possible to influence also school-culture in order to promote social competences.

(4) 	The other participants gave contributions about the specific situation in their countries. In Finland no regular REVOS exist. But it is possible that head teachers ask teachers or churches to organize special lessons or events.
	In Italy the Protestant churches pursue the principle of “laicità” (laity), because RE is always understood as catholic. So REVOS is no point of discussion.



(5) 	Roland Biewald introduced the issue of: 

“How can we support young people in REVOS to manage the “transition”

· to achieve the professional qualification
· to achieve a higher qualification
· to be able to organize their life
· to be motivated for work (achievements)
· to be motivated for social engagement
· to reflect and to live their faith/belief

A brainstorm and exchange of ideas followed. The participants discussed the contribution of REVOS to achieve important competences and investigated the example of competence- in the curriculum of Baden-Württemberg. They found a lot of good examples for bible-texts, topics and methods to encourage young people to manage the transition from the school to the job.

Read more: Andreas Obermann: Jugendliche zwischen allen Stühlen. Risiko-Bildungs-Biografien als Normafall? In: BRU Magazin 54/2011, S. 2-5. www.bru-magazin.de

(6) 	Résumé

All ICCS and IV members are invited to join in an exchange about ideas of REVOS. 

The participants of the workshop proposed to put this invitation on the homepage of ICCS. Roland Biewald will collect the names and ideas of interested people. 

Please contact: Roland.Biewald@tu-dresden.de  or  biewald@iccsweb.org
Maybe we can create a network of REVOS in Europe.
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